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I r seems rhat despite the best eflorts

!  of  indus'ry associat ions. company
r execut i les and government regula-

tors. no indusky wide consensus has
been r€ached on the most practical ways
to prolect the integrity ofthe pharma-
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ceutical supply chain- Two years ago.
mosl published reports postulated that
Radio Frequency Identification(RFID)
would be the "magic bulleC'the indus-
try required. Now, based on comments
made by many ofthose that pr€s€nted

at S€cure Pharma 2008, it does not ap-
pearthat RFID wi l lbe abl€ to overcome
some ofits technical and economic hur-
dles and be able to meet lhe regulatory
deadlines scheduled to take effect in the

Secure Pharma 2008, held at the
Philadelphia Hihon, Feb. 26-27, at-
tracted more than 300 peopl€. Most of
the attendees were from pharmaceutical
manufacturing and distributor compan ies
thal came because they were eager to find
ways lo solve the problems of counter-
leiting and drug diversion thal beselrhe
industry. Donna Wall, a clinical pharma'
cist with Indiana University Hospitaland
a member ofthe Indiana State Pharmacy
Board, iold the participanls that count€F
feit pbarmaceuticals are eslimated to be
one percent ofall the products dispensed
in the United States. She furthertold ofa
recent raid that resuhed in the capture of
I I m illion doses of counterfeit steroids.

Paul Maloney, ofCarr Maloney PLC,
a law firm with expertis€ in helping corn-
panies dealwith law suits stemming from



them to implemenl procedur€s tbal will
safe guard tbe products they produce.

one highl ighl  of the conference was
the presenc€ of tormer Pennsylvania
Covernor and the First Secretary ot'
Homeland Security. Tom Ridge. The

is counterfeit. or even iflhc cold chain

bas b€en broken in shipment resulling in

molecular degradaiion. Clock believes

tbe benefits ofthis technology will make

it possible for any membe. ofthc supply

P.ulJ. Maloney, Car ilaloney P.C., one of lhs

lbrmer secretary is a mem-
b€r ofth€ board ofdirectors
for Secure Symbology. one
of thc event's exbibitors and
sponsors. In the company s
booth. he mad€ menlion
of the threat to national
security from the revenue
generated by unscrupulous
manufacturers of counlerfeit
product known to finance
1€rrorist act,vity.

The evenl did atlract
a number ofsuppl iers ol
t€chnology designed ro be
employed by manufacturers
and distributo.s. h was also
pointed out during th€ ses-
sion that pharmacies are going to n€ed
to b€come inlolved in helping 1() solve
th€ problem and. according to some.
they need io stan paying atlention to the
regulalions and exploring ways 1l) insure
the producls they dispense to consumers

on€ n€r, '  p iec€ of lechnology that
wrs discuss€d during the evenl appears
ro be app.oaching the probl€rn from a
completely unique direct ion. Up unl i l
th is t ime. most ofthe efforts in ensu.
ing tbe supply cbain have involved
lagging. l racing or otherwise making i t
difficult 10 insert product into the sup-
ply chain through more regulat ion and
procedures. But, a new product from
XStream Sysl€ms is reported ro b€ able
10 usc a nodif ied type ofx-ray analy-
sis that can actual ly d€lermine j f lhe

chemical  s t ruc lure of  the
producl  conla ins a1l  the
necessary ing.edients in

According to Alan

Clock, vice prcsident of
Sales and Marketing for
XSlream Syslerns, this
new technology can be

used to "scan" lhe prod-

uct. wirhout the need lo

open the package and

determine if the producr
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cou ntert'ei1 and./or adulterated p.oduct
claims. said the supply chain sullers tiom
a lack ofquality control. For €xample, he
indicrted that sub-potent or adulterated
product coming lrom China s growing
Acrive Pharmaceurical Ingredienl (APl)
induslry has been .eporled 1(r be as high
as l,l percent ofthe p.oduct it produces.
He furrhe. added that in the recent past a
company could claim that it was unaware
ofproblems oflhis type and use that as a
legal defense. But. now that the problems
are wellknow. the time has come for

Tery Mueht,left, Wysth Phamaceutlcalr, and
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chain lo be absolurely cerlain the prod-

ucrs they handle arc legtimale and can

be sold and dispensed with confidence.
Secure Pharma 2009 is slated for next

February in Philadelphia. Penn.. where
topics ofdiscussion are expecred to ad-
dress life'thrcarcning vulnerabjl jt'es in
the supply chain 1o ensure patienl heallh
3nd brand inlegrity.

Fo. morc inlbrmalion. contacl
www.securepharma2009.com. I
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